J. Patrick Boyle
President and CEO
October 19, 2009

The Honorable Tom Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture
United States Department of Agriculture
Jamie L. Whitten Building
1400 Independence Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20250
Dear Secretary Vilsack:
The American Meat Institute (AMI) appreciates your commitment and dedication to
make the U.S. meat and poultry supply as safe as it possibly can be. We also share your
commitment to make the federal meat and poultry inspection system as effective as possible to
protect public health. In that regard, AMI urges USDA to act on our earlier request to implement
a policy that would require companies to hold or control product tested by the Food Safety and
Inspection Service (FSIS) until the test results are known.
More than 80 percent of the recalls due to the presence of E. coli O157:H7 and all recalls
due to the presence of Listeria monocytogenes during 2009 could have been prevented if the
product tested for adulterants by either the establishment or FSIS had been held until test results
were available. Preventing potentially adulterated meat and poultry products from reaching
consumers would provide additional public health protection.
AMI has consistently recommended companies adopt the practice of maintaining control
of sampled product to avoid a recall in the event the test result is positive. In 2005, AMI, along
with several other organizations and with assistance and encouragement from FSIS, mailed to
every small and very small federally inspected establishment a best practices document
encouraging them to control tested product until the results are known.
Enhancing food safety is the Institute’s top priority. We hope you will join the industry
in supporting a policy that product tested by FSIS, subject to company lotting and control
procedures, not be allowed to enter, or be used in product that would enter, commerce until the
test results become available. Such a policy should not consist of agency retention of any FSIS
tested product, but rather require a company to utilize its own, effective control measures that
ensure the product is not used or distributed for sale before the test results are known.

We look forward to your personal involvement in implementing a test and control policy
to further enhance the Department’s efforts to protect the public from exposure to potentially
harmful products. We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss how such a
policy can be implemented for the benefit of the industry, the government and the consuming
public.

Sincerely,

J. Patrick Boyle

Enclosure

